 IT IS TIME   
     Time. It is a valuable commodity. We cannot buy or sell it. We cannot retrieve time wasted. The proper stewardship of time is critical in leading effective and fruitful lives. 
      As the election of 2012 approaches, we must determine the best and most effective way to influence the electoral outcome. Unfortunately Christians have shrugged their responsibility to actively engage the process to elect Christians in positions of political leadership. While Christians remain the largest segment of population in America; we also have proven to be the most apathetic. Our apathy has been prevalent in all areas of government from the city council chambers to the oval office. The result is a society in a moral free fall which is deteriorating the Christian foundation.
     How can trend be reversed? It starts with the leadership- Pastors. Pastors have a moral obligation to encourage political activism. In early America the pastors were leaders in the political and civic arena with many of their more important sermons being centered in choosing the right leader to guide the young nation. In fact, until the 20th century, the most important sermon of the time was the election sermon. The pastors of early America knew the importance of providing a biblical foundation for choosing Christians to lead. Pastors, with the obligation, have the opportunity to be influencers with their congregation as well as in the community. By participating in civic organizations and activities, pastors can engage the community outside of the walls of the church. By hosting civic activities at the church you can reach those who otherwise would not attend church. Nonpartisan voter registration drives are excellent opportunities to engage those congregants who have chosen not to vote in the past. A Line in the Sand Ministries has developed The Corinth Project to assist churches in hosting successful voter registration drives. A sermon centered on the importance of voting is critical to the success of the drive. Pastors should invite speakers who can share information about our Christian heritage. The Bible tells us that the people will perish for lack of knowledge. 
     Last, and most important, is prayer. Prayer can be a game changer. Pastors must lead the charge with prayer. Prayer for our nation, our leaders, and the men and women who protect our nation. When we pray we should remember that the word tells us to pray for all those in authority not just the ones we support. Prayer is the starting point for engaging the battle. A Line in the Sand Ministries has developed an unique opportunity for Christians across our nation to interact and engage the political process through a prayer program called Take 5 for America. For details visit www.take5foramerica.com. 
     There are numerous tools available for the Christians to actively engage the political process and the perilous times we face demand that involvement. Pastors must take the lead and encourage involvement through education and opportunity. This is a very timely call to action that can ultimately change the course of history for America. Don't allow apathy to guide your path. Engage and make your voice known.
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